_ Cam 
“S : 
—y, ene 

aN Poy) 
We. 

ri 

/Vy 


Tax. 


a 


| CHAPTER ONE 


ee 


C'mon, 
it's Funny. 
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C'mon, 


I told you, Ramon, just 


/ Felix, I don't like 
\ ki 
es ‘ Yeah, 
t | : but this is a 


good one. 


This better be freaking 
NY good, Felix. You're talking 


to somebody who's got SNE 
Thriller on tape, LP, CD It is. 
and MP3. Come on. 


Michael \_ 
\ Jackson. J 


Knock- Michael 
knock. Jackson. 


q 


I Knew 
you would come 

tonight. They wanted 

to protect me, but I 
said it would do no good. 

That you would come 
regardless. 

Did 


Good. 
Then there 
is still hope 

for you-- 


Fora . 
little while, ) 
at least. 4 


Inca blood 
flows in my veins. 
The blood of kings. 
OF Pachacuti and 
Inca Roca. When all 
this was Known as 
Tiwantinsuya, a 
place of secrets. 


descendant ° 
of kings. I do not } 
have to do 


\ anything. 


7 Iwillhelp 
you because I 
choose to help 
\ you. For what you 
You \ ‘\ have done to help 
have to help Fi NX my people. 


And Others 
in sadness " have tried 
for what will = before, but I always 
happen to Don't survived. I will 
you. write me off } survive this. 
yet, Miguel. 
Perhaps. 
But understand: 
I will help you this one 
time more, but then you 
cannot return. If you tru, 
I will not be here, and 
the door will be closed 


Just...do it. The bleeding. 
/ Imust do — Bleed it out of me, out of mu 
Rpt eee aa enough to Bu me 
1 e time I need. 

you will not be as : 

you are now. And 

either you will die... 

or Iwill die. 


You cut 
You the man...you bleed 
mean he the spider. You cut the 
will die, do L spider, you bleed the 
man. 


And then... Y 
I'll do what I 
have to. 


He'll help 
me. I've worked 
hard to make sure 
of it. He'll help. ¢ 


down, now 
to-- 


But when 
the blood is 
gone, the man 
is gone-- 


gale 


y a 5 


Tim taking 
her and I'm 


walking outta | 


here, you got 


that?! Youtry | | 


anything and 
she's dead! 


--and 
only the spider 
remains. 


Py) HOW 
CMAN Dae 
uff | ea I DNS Zia tea =a 


Sorry... 

'scuse me...coming 

through...bad guys Nice 
a ee. , dress, 


ant ever 
7 ; think about washing 
that car, pal? What * 
do you think this is, me! Coming 


Look, you 
' i want a hostage, fine, 
«' can 4 take me. I won't put up 
e ae fo} a fight, you can put the 
that. gun right up to my 
head, and-- 
What're 
you, 
kidding? 


Z 
said shut ) 


war 


Everybody 
knows bullets don't 
do squat to you, man! 
You're...what the hell's 
that word...invul... 


Invulnerable? 


Yeah, that's it, 
invulnerable. 


did you get | man-- pak Ti 


that idea? 


not invulnerable. 

I want to Know who's 
putting this out there 
because it really hurts 
my value as a hostage, 

and I can't afford 
that, not in this 
economy. 


Just got to keep him 
talking until I'ma little I'm not 
closer...can't risk webbing telling you 
the gun...if it goes Off-- Mf again...back 
off or T kill 
her! 


You 
think I'm 
kidding? 


What the--who 
the heck-- 


Didn't What 'll it 
your mother be? Left or 
ever warn you not FS . right? Heads 
o play with guns? Ir maybe O ils? : 
You'll put your Tl just do it oe Maybe T'l 
eye out. for you. take both, just 
to be sure-- 


I 
said let 
him go! 

man! The dude's 


crazy! I'm getting 
outta here! 


He's crazy, 


Just ; - : 
aaeee oe 2 Okay! Okay! 
clear, get & : I'm frozen! I'm 

to mu-- as ad. like $0 frozen...I'll 
= = do whatever you 


| We're both 
fee children of the 
| spider, Peter. 


"just get me the 
Both hunters. 


heck away from 
those two freaks." 


And what was that 
bit with the eyes? 


I got 
carried awau, 
Peter...the thrill 


of the hunt... 


never had a 
| chance. 


What the 
heck were you \ 
thinking? She 

could have 
3 been Killed-- 


Are you fs yy at 
kidding? tay aN 5 


should be grateful 
that you showed 


It worked 
out in the end. 
That's what 
matters. 


ST 


All things 
considered, it's... 
good to see you again, 
Ezekiel. So what brings 

. you back to New 


But T'll tell you | 
the whole story 
over dinner. 


"Depends. Does ordering ee 


in from Domino's count "--and there 


as cooking?" were three very 


I couldn't choose 
between them. 
a 


=a 


Not that I 
own a lot of hats to 
begin with, and I wasn't 
looking to buy two hats in 
any event, but it's the 
principle, isn't it, 
Mary Jane? 


And then 
these little people 

from Venus showed up 
and not only did they cut 
in line, they bought up all 

the pink hats when everyone 

Knows it's not pink hat 
season on Venus. That's 


Bh no pink hats on Venus 
| after July. 


Now, perhaps it's just me, but if I were 
running a hat company, I'd want to make 
my products different enough that you'd 

want to buy all of them, instead of 
making them so similar that you feel 
\ foolish buying this one and that one , 
because this one has ared ribbon 4 


VY Iunderstand. 
You've clearly got 
a lot on your mind 

right now. 

Is it 
anything you 
want to talk 


Actors are paid to walk and talk 
and be dramatic. Models are paid to 
sit still, shut up, and be distant. We're pz. 
talking here about two different 
skill sets. Maybe I don't have it. 
Maybe I should just be what 
I am, do what I've done. 


\ 


You haven't — 
played a character, 


Mg, you've only played 
things that move the 
story ahead. 
— I know. 


C7 Which makes me 
think maybe I'm 
expecting too much... 
maybe I'm shooting 
too high. Is that 


Yes, 
Mary Jane, 
itis. 


went to L.A. for 
the movie, theu... 
they didn't want me 
for the role. They 
said they didn't want 
some model with 
delusions of being £- 


an actress. £49 
A 


Peter I turned 
the job down, I just 
couldn't...I couldn't, 

that's all. 
But I've 
been wondering... 
are they right? 


so far...in one you were the 
beautiful girlfriend who was 
in jeopardy, in another you 
were the beautiful girl who 
tempts people to their 
death...in another you 
were the beautiful woman 
who inspires the hero... 


It seems 
to me they hire 
you because they need 
someone beautiful to fill 
a niche in the plot, not 
because they want 
someone who can 


But it's also 
just as possible 
that you haven't 

shot high 


Y Tleft that 
newspaper behind 
On purpose, 
incidentally. 

2 


man yer’ 


this is quite a 
surprise..." 


identity and 


all that. ij 
about the people re 1 > =| 
Peter meets, but ‘hk Exactly. 
he doesn't usually “Wey / ne So this is... 
bring his work he can't 
home with him, really : 
because-- 
A 


Not...exactly. I 
simply told P 
that there's a 
tells me you think supernatural 
he got his powers - component to 
from Slappy the { Z his abilities, 
Spider Fairy. i/ 7 linking him to 
similar people 
over time...and 
that the spider 
that bit him may 
have done so 
with intent, 
carrying out 
a specific 
destiny. 


pi ee ——and they're all clearly \f | Yes, but you don't. 

7 Look, I know based on the scientific | But you are able to 

the source of my) \ extrapolation of a spider's Then <=! sense things behind 
abilities-- natural abilities. ; what about your) you. Not just objects 

] The how, y spider-sense?/Gpiders can \, behind you, but you 
see all around \Ccan sense danger--a 
them, they know concept--from some 
- distance, even blocks 

away, sometimes 

even before it 
happens. 


a yes, but not 
£ the why. 


V that sound like a natural 
ability to youP Or something 


closer to prescience? 
\ Precognition? Pemahe 4 


viewing? 
Ws Or are you 
saying you really 

do have eight tiny 
spider-eves in the 
back of your head, 
_ beneath the hair 
where nobody can 

see them? 


a 
You Know, 

Md, JefF Goldblum 
only picked up the genetic 
traits of a fly in that 
\ movie and it was really 


Slappy 
says hello. 


think about it, 
_ Just 
..-redrum, 


checking. 
redrum.... 


know you have 
to sleep with 
me, right? 


I...think 
T'll clear my place 
while you two work 
this out. 


would've been if he'd been in that 
teleporter witha spider? 


Ican 
seeeeececee 


Keep this up 
and you only think 
you'll be sleeping 

with me tonight, 
pal. 


so going 
to hurt you, 


Be 
back in a few, 
MJ. 


you ever a 
Boy Scout, 


what does 
that-- 


My pleasure. Nothing 
but the best take-out 
for a friend of 
Peter's. 


Speaking 
of which...want 
to take a walk, 


"Thank you 
for the lovely 
dinner." 


—_ 
ay, 
& 


Q 
We have as much power 
as we choose to have. And - I see you = 
Ihave the power tosee onthe stage. Isee 


things...things that _ you before an audience. 
And I see your every 

doubt removed 

forever. I'm 


never wrong, 
you Know. 


t 
whatever Peter may And about 
think, Ido know a 
few things about 
destinu. 


"You've probably notice 
that for the past year, 


“Your power has a super- 
ral aspect to it, 
u dmi 


"And it's about 4, 
to get a whole 
lot worse." 


4 


What you have to 
understand is that The spider is 

power has three Those And the final your totem. Real 
components. that give component, those totemic power comes 
Those it. who control it. The through supernatural 
that want gatekeepers. channels. But the way you is coming 

got your power But now due 

circumvented that. Which that I've been e 

wasn't so bad, as long noticed-- 

as the gatekeepers 

didn't notice. 


The bill 


y N —cCCen 


vn © 
ins. A 


4 aoe 


I told you that you were going And I'm 

to go through several trials in guessing you 
terms of supernatural forces ‘And that didn't come all 

arrayed against you. I told you ne. ena this way to tell 


there was one ‘i He's coming. 
vg thea wos ret the gd more coming. The ms Nee nest The Gatekeeper 


last most dangerous Wy 4 is coming. Maybe 
: OF all. z so AN even tonight. 


You have . 
two choices. You 
can choose to stand 
your ground here, ” 
and try to fight 
him. 


Unfortunately, 
you will almost certainly 


be killed in the process. . 
He will also come after you 
wherever you go, which e 
means your presence will . . 
put Mary Jane in 
danger. So what's 
choice number 
two? 


South 
America? Are 


Probably. 
Sure as hell I 
wouldn't be within 
a hundred miles of 
you if I were 
sane. 


"Because unlike you, 

I Know exactly what 

kind of hell is coming 
your way very shortly." 


Ll 
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i in 
= a. oo 
S ant TTT) 
= a I iL 
= Wy ii il it 
= Here, spid 
= here spider... Hi 
: c'mon... Hn 
TTL CLT 


HH 


= HN 


—ill 
teach you ta mess 
around with Lightnin’ 
Jack, fastest spider- 
smasher inthis Z) 


part of-- 


me Nie 
if \ ty N | i \ 


Mi 
s 


vA 


7 dtd 


eee 
Ruy ee (ord 
TL ov a tee RAC 
So : i an \ . ; ‘ 
7 : ~ . oe mV cca fal = = - = Pant 
Be cSt oy SR ste ree oe 
“ a . \ a8 by mi Ae ol 
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